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CONNECTING WESTERN MONTANA’S
PATRONS OF THE ARTS.

JOIN IN OUR SPRING FOR THE ARTS

It’s been over a year since we have been

able to bring world-class performing
artists to our community. Some of you
may be wondering when performances
will begin and why we are continuing to
fundraise. We are very hopeful that the
fall will bring an opportunity to gather
together again. This is entirely
dependent on when our venue at the
Hamilton High School Performing Arts
Center is available to use, when artists will begin performing at indoor
venues and when our patrons will feel comfortable coming. In the mean-
time, we continue to seek grants and fundraise with events like our
Spring for the Arts fundraiser, so that we can be in the best position to
return to the Hamilton stage with amazing performances.

It’s time to apply...

for the Monica Grable
Performing Arts Scholarship.

This scholarship is made possible
through the sale of student art at
our Spring for the Arts fundraiser
as well as board members and
patrons who specifically donate
to this scholarship. Due to the
generosity of our patrons and
donors the Bitterroot Performing
Arts Council was able to give two
$1,000 scholarships last year. If
you have a high school senior
have them inquire with their
advisor for an application.

To participate in our online auction you will need to register. Please register at least 24 hours

before you want to start bidding.

You can access the auction from our website at www.bitterrootperformingarts.org

Viewing of auction items will begin on April 1st. Bidding goes live on April gth at 6pm and will close on April 16 at

6pm. If you have any questions please feel free to call the box office at 406.363.7946.

After almost 5 years of service with the BPAC as Executive Director,
Laurie Ruffner has decided to move on to other endeavors. Laurie was key
in expanding the organization's reach and building its revenue stream, and

we appreciate her hard work over the years. Her resignation leaves a
vacancy with the Executive Director position, which will be advertised
and filled as soon as the BPAC is given the go-ahead with our venue at the

Hamilton High School stage.




A peek at what some of our past artists have been up to...

Seamus Egan from Solas Seamus Egan was one of the founding members
of Solas. Solas was a part of our 2015-2016 Season and 2009-2010. You

might enjoy seeing the Seamus Egan project at
WWww.seamuseganproject.com or at his Facebook page. When thinking of
traditional Irish artists it is hard to think of a more influential artists than

Seamus Egan.

Le Vent du Nord Le Vent du Nord was on our stage as part of our 2013-

2014 Season. They recently presented a live stream concert from the Inter-
national Arts Center in Canada. If you have been live streaming concerts
you might enjoy checking out some of the live stream events and concerts

with the International Arts Center.

San Jose Taiko Who remembers seeing San Jose Taiko in our 2007-2008
season? Their YouTube channel is worth taking some time to watch. Since
1973 they have captivated global audience with the powerful sounds of
Taiko Japanese drumming. They continue to connect people through

cultural understanding, creative expression and rhythmic heartbeat.




Thank you to the generous BPAC community. You are all
Super Stars. We are looking forwarding to presenting
concerts as soon as our venue is open for us to use. Your
kindness and financial help during this past year will allow
us to be ready to present concerts in the future.

Addy & Chris Porter Don & Joan Lodmell Rich & Judy Morrisey Pat Murphy Tom Potts

Al & Mary Pernichele Doug & Rhonda Johnson Julia Uchida Paul Nelson Tony Rasch

Alan & Selma Putnam Doug & Jill Deppel June Jones Peggie Oury Tori Nobles

Allegra Print & Imaging Edwin & Signe Shepherd Karen Galiher Peggy Leverton Vicki Mathews

Andrew & Louise Massie  Elain Swartout Kathie & Ron Messer Peter Farley Vivan Yang

Ann & Frank Machek Elaine Davis Katy Bosio Sandy Herrick William & Deborah Goslin
Ann Mary Dussault Farmers State Bank Keith Walton Randy & Jadene Stewart  Bobbie & Shirley McGibbin
Barbara Schumaker Frank Pelfrey Kent & Diane Myers Ravalli County FCU Mel & Mary Alice Holloway
Ben & Rachael Watters  Gina & Dan Gossett Kent Kearns Richard & Irene Parks Paul Policastro & Patti Rosa
Beverly Devine Glen & Kathleen Pierson Larry Highland Richard & Ruth Skultin Peggy Tonon & Warren

Bill & Beck Peters Grace Purbaugh Laura Merrill Richard & Lynn Thurber  Neyenhuis

Bill & Judy Burhop Harry & Betsy Saxton Laurie Stanton Richard & Anne Weber Quinty Smith & Gordon Maus
Bob & Jamie Crossman Helen Gurtner Linda Blain Rick & Mary Borden Shirly Smith & Phil DiFani

Bob & Jane Cron Jack Barnings Linda Stoudt Robert & Carol Fischer Susan & David McCormack
Bob & Peggy Ratcheson  Jack Meyer Mandy Barnings Robert & Sharon Evans Heinrich & Friederike Feldman
Brenda Bolton Jacqueline Locke Margaret Pulak Ron Uemora Keith Hardin & Audrie Allyn
Bruce Weide & Pat Tucker James & Susan Lair Margo & Nat Sturgis Russ Lawrence Kerry & Meleah McCulley
Byron & Mary Williams  Jan Abel Maria Nieto Rusty Munn Marianne & Terry

Char Harmon Jan King Marjorie Lewis Sandra Burner Hammerschmidt

Cheri Rich Jane & Art Shigley Mark Behrman Sarah & Andy Roubik Marisa Sowles & Cory Soulliard
Chris & Michelle Clarkner Janet & Warren Weber ~Marshall & Tonia Bloom Sarah Southwell Diane Haddon & Fred Allendorf
Christine Coffin Jerry & Terry Hinman Mary Ann Darby Shafi & Mary Shafaiegh Eric & Colleen Dahlstrom
Chuck & Niki Shonkwiler  Jim & Jean Swanz Maureen Powell Star Jameson Archie Thomas & Mary

Clay & Alana Cruse Jan Driscoll Max Stroppel Stephanie Colgan Schrumpf

Cory Keith Joan Cartal & lan Purse  Bobbie & Shirley Stephen & Gail Goheen Bill & Rosemary Gallagher
Dave & Barb Garten John & Bonnie Morgan  Michele Valentino Stephen Thomas Foundation

David & Carole Mackie Jack & Bromley Casbara Mike & Dayl Fredrickson Steve Mandala Rodger & Dian Free

Davis Group John Grant Karen & Lee Murphy Tammis Day Foundation  Ppatti Ostrander

Debra Paddock John Sturgis Nancy Neal Taylor King  Taylor Orr  Don Maus

Denise Severson Joseph Hinnebusch Nanette Seltzer Teri Mountford *if you see any misspellings or
Michelle & Darrell Craig  Joyce Pando Olof Nilsson Shelah & Larry Melsness ictakes please reach out to the box

Diane Davis Paul & Sunny Stone Todd & Karen Borman office.

At the box office we are excited about our new project, BPAC
Presents. This new project is a video library that we are
building that can be accessed by educators for use in the
classroom to see different aspects of the performing arts.

Season 1, Episode 2, was recorded mostly in the Seahorse
Recording Studio in Hamilton, MT. It featured artist Jessi
Trauth with some of her band members from Cork & Spark.

We got a taste of that classic jazz, with tinges of soul and blues sprinkled in. Jessi also shared her story
with students of how she started dancing in Missoula and how it took her New York City, San Francisco
and now back in the Bitterroot Valley. You can find Jessi at her new business, Jessi’s Wine & Goods, and
we know many of you have seen her with her band, Cork & Spark, at the Top Hat.

We are excited to be working with Jeepfisher films with this ongoing BPAC
Presents project as we develop this media library to share with classrooms near and
far to continue the BPAC’s mission to Entertain, Inspire, Enlighten and Educate.
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